Approve appointment of Luscombe as dean of College of Fine Arts

The appointment of Robert H.
Luscombe as dean of the College of
Fine Arts was approved Friday by the
Board of Trustees. The appointment
is effective Monda~
"I am very pleased with the
appointment of Robert Luscombe,"
said Elwood B. Ehrle, vice president
for academic affairs. "He is creative, experienced, respected and
personable. Professor Luscombe
brings to the job an impressive
background in arts administration,
LUSCOMBE
many years of first-hand experience
in the dean's office and valuable preparation as chairperson of the Department of Theatre."
Luscombe, who has been chair~erson of the Department
of Theatre since July 1978, came to Western in 1973 as
administrative assistant to the dean of fine arts and he
was promoted to assistant dean in 1974.

Kaarlela appointed department

head

Ruth Kaarlela, a noted educator of
the blind for many years, has been
named chairperson of the Department
of Blind Rehabilitation and Mobility.
The appointment, effective July 1,
was approved Friday by the Board of
Trustees. She succeeds Donald
Blasch, who resigned as chairperson
to return to full-time teaching
June 30 after serving as the first
and only head since the department
\
was established in 1972. Blasch
• 1\
came to Western in 1961.
KAARLELA
Kaarlela, who holds the rank of
professor, has been a member of the faculty since 1963.
She has a bachelor's degree and a Naster of Social Work
~

See KAARLELA,

~l

back page.

June grants total $2 million

A grant of $48,750 from the Michigan Department of
Labor for the study of safety programs in the construction industry is part of the $2,031,643 in gifts and
grants reported at the Friday meeting of the Board of
Trustees.
Robert B. Wetnight, vice president for finance, noted
that the figures mark the end of the university's fiscal
year and that, for the first time in the university's
history, the total for grants topped the SIO-million
mark. In 1978-79, l~ru received $8,853,061 in grants
while this year's figure is $10,821,875.

See JUNE GRANTS,

back page.

In 1977, Luscombe was named associate dean and from
March to August 1978 he served as acting dean. He
succeeds Robert W. Holmes who resigned to become executive director of the Idyllwild campus of the University
of Southern California after serving as dean here since
1972. Holmes came to Western in 1966 to head the former
Department of Music.
Before joining the staff, Luscombe had been assistant
dean of the School of Music at the University of Michigan
in 1968-73. Before then he was performing arts coordinator for the Michigan Council for the Arts in 1967; worked
in the parts-publications department at the Cadillac
division of General Motors (GM) Corp. in 1966; and in the
GM shows and exhibits department from 1961 to 1965, when
he served as an administrator of GM exhibits at the
Seattle and New York world fairs.
A 1960 Wayne State University theater graduate,
Luscombe earned an M.A. in theater there in 1967. He did
summer stock theater at Flint and Toledo, Ohio, in 1957
and 1960 and in 1961 he held a graduate fellowship in
theater at Wayne State.
He was appointed by President Bernhard to chair the
Diamond Jubilee Committee for the 75th anniversary of the
university, conducted in 1977-78. A member of the Kalamazoo Arts Council, Luscombe was its vice president in
1977-78. He is a founding member of the Michigan Dance
Association and has been on that organization's board of
directors since 1977. He has been on the Dance Advisory
Committee of the Michigan Council for the Arts since
1968.

Gordon named acting assistant to VP
Griselda Gordon, a 1973 magna cum
laude graduate of the university,
has been appointed acting assistant
to the vice president for academic
affairs and director of special
programs in action taken by the
Board of Trustees Friday.
She will serve in the position
until July 13, 1981, when Gilbert
L. Montez will return to the position. He was granted a leave of
absence without pay to participate
in a training and development proGORDON
gram with the U. S. Department of
Justice in Washington, D.C.
Gordon received her master's degree in educaticnal
leadership from Western earlier this year. She previously was assistant director of the Martin Luther King
Program here, has worked in General Studies and served
as a part-time counselor while an undergraduate.
A resident of Paw Paw, she and her husband, Henry,
are the parents of four children.

Board okays comprehensive plan for student financial aid office

The Board of Trustees Friday approved a comprehensive
plan for student financial aid at the university that
last year totalled about $20 million.
The plan, previously approved by a student-facultyadministration panel on financial aid, reiterates goals
for student assistance that have been in effect for the
past several years.
"The plan, with its stated goals and explanations,
gives everyone something specific and concrete to use
when they look at our financial aid program," said
Edward W. Harkenrider, director of student financial
aid and scholarships.
"And it gives the Student Financial
Assistance Council and others an effective means by which
to determine if the goals remain appropriate over time
and if they're being met efficiently and effectively."
The goals state that aid is to be provided to meet
educational costs without unreasonable us~ of loans for
students with both "demonstrated need" and "real need."
Other goals state that financial aid funds are intended to recognize "outstanding academic performance"
and "outstanding skills" and to attract good students at
both the graduate and undergraduate level, all without
regard to financial need.
In addition, other goals include providing assistance
to meet the special needs of restricted clientele, such
as American Indians and international students, and to
employ a large number of students in offices and departments around the university.
The Student Financial Assistance Council, the panel
that earlier approved the comprehensive plan, is headed

by Robert W. Hannah, vice president for governmental
relations at Western.
In addition to the nearly $20 million in programs
administered by the Office of Student Financial Aid and
Scholarships, another $10 million is made available to
Western students through the WMU Student Employment Referral Service, by regular employment in university
departments, through Social Security and veterans benefits and from other sources.
The bulk of student financial aid at Western and at
most other colleges and universities comes through
federal and state programs and is based on "demonstrated
need," a technical term in the financial aid community.
Demonstrated need is established when the student's
expected family resources and any other resources, such
as Social Security or veterans benefits, are less than
the student's educational costs as shown by methods
approved by the U.S. Department of Education.
Students with demonstrated need almost always have
real need as well, Harkenrider pointed out, but not all
students with real need can demonstrate it. The two
most common such instances, he said, were when parents
refuse to help a student for whatever reason and when
parents simply believe they cannot help a student to the
extent the needs-analysis system would conclude they
could.
"Beyond that, I think it's terribly important for an
institution to be able to attract and recognize good
students without regard to need," Harkenrider said.
''It's important in maintaining the quality of the institution."
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O.K. lease of Health Center kitchen

Nisbet to retire, given emeritus status

The Board of Trustees Friday approved a lease of the
University Health Center kitchen to Kalamazoo County
for use by its Human Services Commission for the period
Sept. 8 through July 31, 1981.
Under terms of the lease, the university will provide
1,307 square feet on the ground floor of the Health
Center for $980.25 per month. Western will prpvide
electric, gas, water and sewer utilities; use of existing
equipment; and garbage service and snow removal of the
parking area.
The kitchen facilities have not been used for about
five years, since the Health Center suspended overnight
infirmary services.

Stephen R. Nisbet, an assistant professor of educatio~
and director of the Benton Harbor Regional Center of the
Division of Continuing Education, has announced plans to
retire from that post on Jan. 31, 1981.
He was awarded emeritus status by the Board of Trustees at its meeting Friday.
"Steve Nisbet has given excellent service in solving
student problems, keeping the community thinking positively about Western and in initiating many neW programs
through the Benton Harbor center," said Geoffrey A. Smith,
associate dean of the division.
Nisbet established the Benton Harbor center 'in the fall
of 1966 to develop credit and non-credit programs in the
Berrien, Cass and Van Buren County areas. He helped coordinate the student teaching program and represented Western in answering questions and making campus contacts
for persons in the three-county region.
After serving with the U.S. Marines during World
War II, Nisbet got his bachelor of arts degree from Alma
College in 1947 and his master's degree from the University of Michigan in 1951. He taught and served as high
school teacher, coach, principal and superintendent in
Lowell, Mich., schools before joining the faculty.

June grants, from front page

I'Akey in the reaching the $lO-m:j.llionmark was a
significant increase in financial aid to students made
possible in large measure by the Middle Income Assistance
Act," Wetnight said. "Still, the figure represents a
major achievement for the institution in external support."
The money for the study of safety programs in the construction industry will be used for on-site inspections,
interviews and discussions with employees in order to
"formulate a plan which will best serve the needs for
education, training and ultimate reduction of job-related
accidents in construction trades." The study will be
directed by Robert M. Wygant, industrial engineering.
The National Science Foundation awarded a $19.935 grant
to Western's Center for Women's Services to support a
''1010men
in Science Career Workshop." Allene Dietrich,
director of the center. will be in charge of the workshop.
Other sizeable grants received in June include $45,932
to the School of Social Work for the renewal of a project
to provide training to pre-service and in-service mental
health practitioners in a rural setting and $37,680 to the
Physicians' Assistants (PA) Program. Both came from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
The latter is a supplemental grant to support further
development of a patient analysis and evaluation system
in the PA program.
Public service grants received by WMU in June included
$29,307 from the National Science Foundation to fund the
dissemination of information for science education under
Phillip T. Larsen. director of Western's SAME (Science
and Mathematics Education) Center.
A $75,900 grant was received for renewal of a project
to train the severely handicapped for computer programming jobs. It was from the Michigan Department of
Education. Jack R. Meagher, Computer Center director,
is project leader.
Large federal grants to the Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships will continue two programs
there for the 1980-81 fiscal year. They are $810.000 in
federal support for the College Work-Study Program and
$652.701 to continue the Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant Program. Both are to help needy students
finance their education.
Among more than $228,000 in gifts (non-cash items)
were 480 books plus music scores, microfilms and
recordings presented to the university libraries. The
books, which included 17 first editions, ranged in
content from African studies to printing. Gifts through
the Foundation for the month of June amounted to
$216,716, the trustees were told at Friday's meeting.

Kaarlela, from front page

degree from Wayne State University and earned a Ph.D.
degree in 1978 at the University of Michigan.
In 1962-63 she was supervisor of the School for Emotionally Disturbed Children at Bellmore, N.Y.; from
1959 to 1962 she directed the Nassau County, N.Y., School
for Emotionally Disturbed Children; and from 1956 to
1959, she was supervisor of children's services at the
Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, N.Y. Previously,
she had held casework and casework supervisory positions
at University Hospital in Ann Arbor and in the Office
of Family Services at Lansing.
At Western, Kaarlela has had major responsibility for
developing and maintaining the rehabilitation teaching
curriculum, including admissions, instruction and supervision of internships. She has served in a number of
leadership roles within the university, including two
terms on the Faculty Senate and as president of the
Faculty Women's Club, 1972-73.
Kaarle1a has published extensively in journals and
professional conference proceedings and is often called
to consult and present workshops in the field throughout
North America. She is a member of a number of state and
national committees, commissions and boards. In 1977,
she was designated as a Mary Switzer fellow.
In other action the trustees approved leaves of
absence for John R. Rizzo, management, from Jan. 1 to
April 30, 1981, to teach and assist in doctoral student
research at the University of Florida; Richard Williams,
a faculty member in the College of Health and Human
Services, from Sept. 2 to April 25, 1981, to continue
a half-time appointment as director of the Center for
Holistic Medicine at Borgess Medical Center in Kalamazoo;
and Michael Howard. education and professional development, from September. 1980 to April, 1981, for personal
reasons.
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